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We are an Anglican Parish that celebrates Jesus Christ as God
made man for us. He was born of
love, died on the Cross - so that we might be forgiven - and was
raised on the third day. We are growing in our experience of the

Holy Spirit and in what it means to have become children of God.

We have a range of both traditional/formal services (mainly at

St . Gil esd) and contemporary/inf
Andrewds) . Every week one-friendy vi c
Taste & See!

Contact: Harry (Vicar) on 642261
Mark (Curate) on 663031
Kate ( Administrator ) on 642331
Liz (Parish Visitor) on 663145
Katie (Youth Worker) on 07910 213216



FROM THE EDITORS

Spring has come, the trees and flowers blossom, and our contributors &
articles show the forthcomivesgWaHaweadanc
bumper issue with lots of interesting articles, and forthcoming events.

May you enjoy this magazine, and take full advantage of all that our

Parish and ités groups have to ofRRr.
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THE VICARAGE LETTER

The Vicarage

Park Road
Stoke Poges

June 2010

Harry writes:

In many ways in our culture we struggle to depend on God. We are

trained to be independent and self -suf fi ci ent and we | ik
madedé to varying degreesé but God want
entrust ourselves to Him fu lly.

If we are going to grow in that direction we will do so in the school of
prayer, not the 0God blesséd formula p
wrenching prayer when all is not well, the prayer when we know we cannot

fix things ourselves and cannot get by without God.

I n Psalm 62 v8 David says: O0Trust in hi
your hearts to him, for God is our r
marvel ous advice O0Pour out your heart t

David knew to run to God when life was hard notru n away from Go
also knew to pour his heart out before God. But | well remember a young

woman on a Christian Youth Camp, who found this verse so challenging.

Her response was 0l cano6t. 6

Perhaps many of us are like that; we want to keep what is goin g on in our
hearts out of sight. Because in that secret place we keep our most
precious hopes and dreams, our deepest fears, our heaviest burdens and
disappointments, the things we are ashamed of, our darkest secrets, our
angers and envies and lusts.

But why would we not trust Him? He gave His own Son for us; he loves
us and thinks we are worth it! And who do we think we are going to be
shocking? Not God! After all Jesus said (Mark 7 v21 -22) oOout of
hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, th  eft, murder, adultery,
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greed, mal i ce, decei t, | ewdness, Wenvy,
certainly may shock ourselves, but tha
causes us to trust in God quite a lot more.

C.S. Lewis wrote of his own journey to Ch rist and recalled the time when

he finally began examining his heart
examined myself with a seriously practical purpose. And there | found

what appalled me; a zoo of lusts, a bedlam of ambitions, a nursery of
fears,aharem of f ondl ed hatreds. ¢

Our Christian lives begin for real when we see our need of the Saviour

and ask for his forgiveness & so why should we not stay in that place of

hear't honesty with Him? I f we dondt h
us? After all, He love s us too much to leave us as we are.

If we are frightened of pouring or hearts out perhaps that is because

we are in some way afraid of God, or doubtful of His love? Or it could be

simply our pride getting in the way?

But Godds view of tansandvee can irest Han withmourf i ¢ a n
hearts. Listen to David in Psalm 62 vi11l -1 2 : 00One thing God
two things | have heard: "Power belongs to you, God, and with you, Lord,

is unfailing |l ove. o

We are completely known by God and yet loved dearly by Him. To grow
in that relationship, to go forward in your experience of Him take the
route of pouring out your heart in prayer, to the One who knows you,
loves you and is waiting to hear from you!

Tracy writes:

So often when the storms of life are raging around me and | f e
cope much longer | am tempted to make my God too small! | am tempted

to stop daring to believe that He really is able to do anything to help. But

it is at these times that | really need to remember that although what |

see around me is not at all that encouraging, what | see is not all there

is.

There is a story recorded in 2 Kings where Elisha and his servant are

facing a great army with many horses and chariots and they have no

human means of defending themselves. The servan t is understandably
afraid and criesout 0 Oh s/ r, what will we do now?

Elisha replies o Dondét be afrai d for there are
t he/ Atenkishaprays 0O Lord open hi s eydédsd and

-3-



oThe Lord opened t hendwhenmdgookethup dicssave y e s

that the hillside around Elisha was filled with horses and chariots of
fireo

Clearly Elishads servant wasnodt seeing
eyes opened. Once he saw things from
fetmuch more confident. Someti mes | kK n

open my eyes and help me to see things

Samuel writes:

| am looking forward to more sailing this summer and am currently re
reading the Chronicles of Narnia!

Emma writes:

| was chosen to go up on stage at the WEC Churches day and the clowns
put me inside an enormous soap bubble!

Oliver writes:

| am enjoying the chance to ride my new bike in the better weather
though | quite like puddles as well!

Tim writes:

0

lloveridingonDa dds bi ke on my dwharalddneharsge thes e at

gears!

come along to TOTS" Praigg

Totsd Praise i s aschpdeewgandtheiro up

Mums/Dads/Grannies/Nannies!

Every Monday during term-time from 10:30 to 12:00
at St . @entkrRege® kane, Stoke Poges.

For more information phone 01753 642261




MANY HAPPY RETURNS OF THE DAY

A day of celebrating the Coffee Shop

I've been involved with the coffee

shop for 3 and a half years now,

along with the most amazing team

of volunt eers, who have worked

through all seasons and situations,

meeting many customers, and

serving many coffees and teas. The

volunteers have given their time

and energy so sacrificially, giving
: the extra afternoon or morning, or

buying the extra shopping. Iti s ateam where we 'cover one another'.

| really cannot say enough THANK YOU's to each one, and to those who

have helped in the past.

Those who have served behind the counter, or who have shared a coffee

with a friend know the value of this little oasis, an d what a place of

peace and acceptance it is. There has been times of ministry, advice,

prayer for healing, listening, all that the Lord enables us to offer.

| will soon be leaving Stoke Poges after 33 years, and I'd love to ‘pack a

bit more in"! The holda Il is always full to overflowing whenever | go away

(Trevor and friends would agree). So | am packing my holdall  -heart with

memories, lessons, learning curves, celebrations, friends, friends and

friends.

Stoke Poges is a great place to live, and St. Andrew 's is a great church

to belong to.

Even as Trevor and | are planning our house move, | see new faces and

families being drawn to St. Andrew's, new events and new ministries

developing. Our Creator God is on the move here too!

My thanks go to Harry and Trac y for their vision for this room, and now

the new building work is shaping up to be completed in the autumn.

| wonder what good things God has in store?

Giving thanks, love, gratitude in my heart and 'cheering you all on'!

EVERY BLESSING

with love, Liz




LIVING FAITH IN STOKE POGES

We are beginning to ask different groups within the Church Family to
begin to plan what they can do in the Living Faith week in September (see
opposite).

So please start thinking now of events you would like to hold in the last
week of September that you can invite other people to come to!

I't might be your 6usual & meeting wi

O6special d trip out, evening meal or
and a good pray, let Paul or Harry know and then plan it!

A reminder of the ~ Purpose of the Living Faith vision: -

To join with God in creating a caring, sustainable and growing Christian
presence in every part of the diocese of Oxford, enabling every Christian
and every Christian community to live a nd share the love of God, seen in
the life of Jesus Christ.




OLIi ving Faith
Deanery of Burnham & Slough
19™- 26" September and October 3 "™ 2010

Opening Service, Sunday 19 ™ September 6pm at
St. Paul 0 sSlough dmisdshan opportunity for
church members to get the week under way with
prayer and inspiration. Guest Speaker: Alan Wilson ,
Bishop of Buckingham.

Week of 19 ™-26™ September . There will be a
variety of mission events, planned and run by
churches or Parishes, either on their own, or in
cooperation with others; either new initiatives, or
existing activities given a fresh impetus.

Sunday 26 ™ September 86 Back t o Chudch
Thisisanidealfollow-up t o the weekos a
contacts are invited to Sunday worship in their local

church.

Closing Event 3 ™ October & at Pinewood Studios
from 3pm to 6pm.  This will be a high profile event

for the whole Deanery to invite their contacts to and
a market -place for churches to showcase their  work.

For more information and to be involved in these events
please contact Harry Latham or Paul Elderfield.



APCM 0 NEW REPRESENTATIVES

At the APCM held on Sunday 25" April, two new representatives to the
Deanery Synod were elected. They become members of the PCC. They
both used to be in the Youth Group when Cyril was Vicar.

PAUL ELDERFIELD .

I was brought up in Stoke Poges but left the

village in 1978 when | got married to Monica. We

have two wonderful daughters, Dawn & Michaela.
Through Dawn we have been blessed with three
beautiful grandchildren, Brandon, Melody &
Emmylou.

Six years ago through my Mother's ill health we

took up the offer of buying my old childhood

home in Duffleld Iane from her, letting her move to more suitable single

floor accommod ation.

Sadly, my Mother passed away in 2007 on my 50th Birthday and that is

when my relationship with Jesus started. Monica and | started attending
evensong at St Gil esd, and through Ha
regul ars at St Andr e wdster ohan Alpha tourse | Wi t h
was ready for my confirmation in 2008.

Since joining the congregation at St A
looking after the Coffee team and with Monica hosting a Life Group at

our home. We have both found this a great ben efit to us. We all have

times when we are down or feel weak and the strength of having a group

of trusted friends who will pray for you and with you is immense. (If

you're not in a group right now | would thoroughly recommend joining

one.)

More recently | have taken up the challenge of preaching to both St
Gilesd and St Andrewds congregations.
as it has given me the opportunity to give testimony to our Lord's great

work in my life.

Other interests are watching all kinds of s port, reading and listening to

music.

| am looking forward to "Championing Living Faith 2010" in Stoke Poges

which promises to be an exciting time for us all.

-8-



JOHN WHEATLEY .

Hello everyone, | have been asked to give you a
brief resume about myself

| am aged 54 and married Alison in 1976 at St
Gilesd .

We have three daughters : Sarah, Helen and Laura,
and three grandchildren : Cameron, Alyssa and Lilie .

I work as an Area Manager for a specialist Hire
Company who | joined in 1972 .

My job and family life leav es me very little time for hobbies

You may notice from the above that my life has been fairly consistent,
but needless to say not without problems (as anybody with three
children would be happy to confirm)

| started coming to St Giles 06and St Andrew & about three years ago
after a time of blaming God for problems instead of thanking him for all
of the good things he has done for me.

| joined an Alpha group , which strengthened my faith , by giving me an
insight into how God works, and from which | had a des ire to confirm my
faith, which | did two years ago.

I am a member of LifehGoup EIl der fi el do

One of the things that moved me when | first came was the Vision of our
Church, o0To grow Numerically and Spirit

| feel that this is God & desire and ce rtainly try to help in this in any way
| can.

I am normally found at the back of St Andrew & on a Sunday morning and
would be happy to talk to anyone about my experience since returning

We had a very enjoyable ACPM . This was due to the wonderful help |
had. My thanks go to everyone who cooked and prepared food, who
helped in the kitchen before and after, my taxi driver, and the barm en
who served our drinks ( whom | forgot to mention in my thanks, sorry
guys). My thanks to you all, | really appreciate  d all your help. Jane




Our PCC

‘\\“ g |
e R

Mark Pam Jennifer Gaynor Peter Paul
Wells Blewett  Pickering Houghton Wilkinson  Elderfield
(Churchward  (Churchward -Jones
en) en)

Kate Nigel Tony Martina Simon John
Holliday Lowe Bunce Gardner  McDowell  Wheatley

Contact numbers for the PCC members can be found inside the back cover.

OUR VISION i1sToSEE Gob GROW His CHURCH

IN STOKE POGES
numericallyas we reach out in evangelism, a
spirituallyas the members grow in faith.

OUR VALUES ArEe:

1. Encompassing all we do in Prayer.

2. Holding ourselves accountable to being Mission Shaped.

3. Continuing to foster a worshipping family of all ages.

4. Seeking to develop and release a recognised local ministry te
including LIFE Grdegders, You&Ch i | demders, &Vership
leaders, prayer ministry se@neachers, Sick/Home/Pastoral visi
teamsand enabling those leaders.

AMm:

ing

5. Developing our Staff and Volunteer team.
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Explaining the Policy & Plan re 1* Sundays

The PCChave asked me to elgin the Policy and Plan ré'Bundays
and so following on is an expanded answer to some of the areas raised
by questions at the Annual Meeting.

In view of our Vision statement (on pa#6) and the Diocesan Living
Faith policy (see pagé) we are lookingor the most effective means
of growth and developmentbtthSt Andr ewd ® and St

Mai ntenance of the fAstatus quoo
connect with the majority of people who as yet are not members of the
Church.

Over the lastd c a d e, St Andrewb6s has de
contemporary and informal expression of the life of the Parish Church
in Stoke Poges. It is positioned to be easily accessible to people who
have no heritage of book based worship services and who like an
informal service with a warm welcome. It is also able to offer a much
better provision for young families and children.

Although there was a time when it seemed to me to be right to shut St
Andr ewds SdSondays andhdecamp to St Giéisat time kas

now passed. Gathering a growi ng¢
become rather like holding water in a colander! In addition the
experience for some when going to St Giles was that it was so
di fferent from St Andrewds they

At present St Gilgsremains the location for Family Communion
Services at Festivals and for some -afle Servicesfor example
Harvest and Mothering Sunday. The reason for this iswieastill
believe te St Id&atibnewsdéns the scope and effeetiess of
our mission andutreach to the local Communitgr those events

Thegr eater regularity of Family S
the strengthening and growing of that congregation in a way tlat ha
not been possibieith the former i Surday pattern ast Giles

Revd Harry Latham
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oDi gesting JesusoO by
(Bethel Church, Redding California)

When Jesus said we must eat His flesh and drink  His blood,

he wasndot talking about canni bal
ingestion that le ads to incarnation. Christ was the Word

that became flesh.

It is important that we ingest the Word of God in a way that
causes us to digest His life until Christ is literally formed in
us. Ingestion without digestion will lead to feeling full but
not bei ng transformed. Digestion is more than just a taste
test; it is the full meal of His presence that conforms us to
His image. There is an old saying that is true in this case,
oOYou are what you eat! o

Many people ingest the Bi blivieg, but
active Word of God. Religion fills their souls but never

satisfies their longing for real life. Digestion requires

assimilation, not just consumption.  Truth was never meant

to just be recounted; it was intended to be experienced.

When we exchange the communion meal for a dinner
commentary or a cookbook, we deprive ourselves of the
privilege of abundant life, and relegate ourselves to a
meagre existence in the Kingdom.

Jesus never intended for us to be full of religion, but He
desired us to be filled with His Spirit. Christ is the ultimate
0 ldppy Mealg, and as we digest Him, we become one flesh
with him.

-12 -



That is why Jesus prayedthat, o We may all be on
You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be

inUs, sothattheworl d may bel /i eve tthat Yol
glory which You have given Me | have given to them, that

they may be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in

Me, that they may be perfected in unity , So that the

world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as

You have [ oved Me. o

Christ is not talking about His disciples getting along with
each ot hewWwhenhve comeé&tothe communion table and
eat the flesh of our King, we become an inseparable unity

that causes the world to experience His presence every  time
they encounter us. In other words, when they see us, they
have seen the Father.

We are Christtotheworld. | dondét mean that v
preach Christ to the world. | mean people should experience

Christ when they meet us because it is Jesus who is be ing

formed in us. As a matter of fact, it is no longer | who live,

but Christ who lives in me.

When people experience us preaching the Word without us
becoming the Word, the gospel gets reduced to a mere
philosophy-- principles to be argued and words that can be
wrangled over. But when the Word becomes flesh and dwells
among them, they find themselves pierced to the heart and
convicted in the depths of their very souls.

It is incumbent upon us as the people of God to preach
Christ wherever we go and, onl y if necessary, use words!
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CHURCH ACCOUNTS 2009

This is a summary of the presentation | gave to the APCM. Those of you
who were there will recall that | explained the different funds held
within the accounts. Where someone gives money for a specified  purpose
only, either by grant, legacy or donation, that money is spent for that
purpose only. So, if money is given towards St Giles dChurch it will be
spent on that church and if money is given for the new building works at
St . Andr ewds i t n whatlohly. Dhese e ar¢ called
restricted funds and currently cover the two churches, the support of
the curate and youth worker, the upkeep of the churchyard, choir, organ
and a special fund for senior citizens in the parish.
Where money is given gen erally it goes into the general fund and is spent
on the normal running expenses of the parish. This money comes from a
variety of sources as can be seen from the chart opposite: me mber s
planned giving by standing order or envelopes, donations, tax recove red
from gift aided standing orders, donations or envelopes, collections at
church services, the hire of S tCofféden d r e w
Shop, wedding and funeral fees and other sources e.g. bookstall sales,
junior church income, fundraising incom e and interest on investments.
By far the largest expenditure is the parish share which is our
contribution to the diocese for clergy salaries, pensions etc.
Management costs include administration, caretaking, cleaning, IT and
clergy expenses. Other inclu des junior church and youth club expenses,
magazine, organists. Outreach covers books for the various courses on
offer as well as other publications on display at each church. It is very
pleasing that we were able to fulfil our commitment to give to charit ies
both in the UK and abroad.

Gaynor Houghton - Jones

Editords note. Gaynords presentatipn
dramatic than we can show in the magazine. The pie charts opposite will
| trust give an indication of what we were shown at the APCM

For more detail see the report of the accounts distributed to all at the
APCM.
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Where the money comes from.

Othgrr

Planned Giving

. qulections

Fees

Goncetige

Lettings

Donations

Where the money goes to.

Other Mission Giving
Maintenance
Management costs N\

Parish/Deanery share

OutreziclL

Hall i
Churfﬁ's’e_rﬁ?ef__

Insurance

Heat/water/Light
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THE CHILD ON THE CROSS

(A meditation on 06The Wondrous Crossod g

Who is Landi na s & babyandtirée monthér@dd One of her
arms has been amputated an inch below her shoulder. The dead bones in her
crushed skull need removing otherwise she will die in a few days. Her
mot her? She candt be found. Per haipthe s h €
earthquake which struck Haiti on 12 ™ January. Rescued from the rubble of
a hospital, she needs urgent treatment available in London. Yet it is not an
easy matter to save this child. The fear is that children surviving this
disaster will be left to the mercy of child traffickers; sold for slave work

or sexual exploitation. So private medical evacuations have been largely
stopped because aid workers are worried about being accused of unlawfully
transporting children from the country. If this baby stays she will die.
Because of inadequate and sometimes chaotic medical services, she will be
lost in a statistic. How about some statistics ?

. In the last 10 years, over 2,000,000 children have been killed and
6,000,000 seriously injured in wars.

. Some 180,000,000 children around the world are used as cheap
labour.

. 14,000,000 children under 15 have lost 1 or both parents to AIDS.

| glance at a page and register all those zeros and the numbers fly away
from me as | try to grasp them yet it takes a singl e image to haunt my
heart.

The plight of Landina Seignon captures the attention of the media and |
read her story. | see her photograph, listen to the reporters and | watch

as things start moving. But , hang on,
removed from the country and Landina is placed under the guardianship of
the Haitian government. Then - good news: her evacuation to the UK has
been fast -tracked. But at the last minute, another hitch: there is a delay

in the paperwork and | see her cradled ¢ arefully by a man in a car parked
right next to the helicopter which is ready to take her away. At last, the

all clear and Landina, the Quake Baby,ar r i ves at Gat wawb&k . S
swall owed up in a statistic butrightenéds b e
off by the whiff of child abuse but they could have caused death by

inaction. Chil d abuse: i1ités real enough, tho

But care for children actually has a high profile. Advice is offered freely. |
do it myself! Often!
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Parents are swamped by boo ks on the subject; TV programmes proliferate;

the government pronounces r egul ar |l vy on t he subj e
behaviour, educationé.

And childrenéél hold my new granddaught
her intricate beauty, her starry hands, her bl ack hair almost too soft to

feel. | gaze into her face and keep gazing as | drink in this scrap of

creation. / t 6s a éii sag/ @ hdt 6a ko Yetthogecother/
children, born also as a miracle, children whose snapshot faces | catch in

the aftermath of their sufferingé.. I anm
that those numbers with all the zeros have failed to do.

On 3™ August 2007 at 11.30am, a mother calls the London Ambulance
Service to her home address. The attending paramedics take the
apparently lifeless body of a child, aged 17 months to the North Middx

Univ Hospital. In spite the efforts of the Ambulance and hospital staff,

they fail to revive him. Peter Connelly is pronounced dead at 12 .20pm. His

name has been on the Child Protect ion Register since the Christmas before

and a long list of agencies has been involved in his care plan.

Initial observations describe bruising to the body, a missing tooth, a torn

frenum (these are connecting bits of tissue that you can feel under your

tongue or inside your upper lip) and marks to the head. The post -mortem

notes a tooth found in the colon, 8 fractured ribs on the left side and

detects fractures of the spine.  The provisional cause of death is a
fracture/dislocation of the thoraco -lumbar spine. The Serious Case Review
states there has been a series of failures and Baby Peter should have been
removed from his family much sooner.
been prevented. Peter deserved better. There were lessons to be learned.

And yet, we have had plenty of lessons.

7 years before, Victoria Climbie dies in hospital of injuries sustained after

months of abuse. Death is due to widespread organisational malaise; a

gross failure of the system responsible for protecting vulnerable chi Idren
from deliberate h a r maunt chogd mot to rinfoandte g r e
authorities of the chil dds evdieslileeandt e

unprotected . Lord Laming says that the death of this 7 year old is one of
the worst cases of child abuse in B ritain. She died of torture at the hands

of those entrusted to care for her. The report was called Every Child
Matters.

WHY would a loving God allow such things? If he exists, surely he would do
something about little children suffering like this above a II things? The
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world just shouldn6ét be this way. I f
good and powerful God should be willing and able to stop such awful things.
WHERE IS JUSTICE ?7??7?

The Bible says God created the world and it was good and wh en we were
created it was all very good. So this is now is a fallen world - not how it
was meant to be. We are not made as robots but individuals with
responsibility and freedom. God loves us and has given us freedom to
choose. We choose to live under his gracious rule or use our freedom to live

in our own way and, more often than not, we choose to behave as if God
does not exist.

This /s love: not that we loved God but that he loved us (1John 4.10). For
love to be real there must be the freedom not t o love him back so we end
up carrying on as we like and hurting others. | want to blame God. | want

to blame that organisational malaise or s houl d | bl ameé. . é
last option: blaming us!
But a loving God should rid the world of evil! Yet | find it is not so simple.

Who would go first? Murderers, child abusers? Oh yes! But evil is more
widespread that we care to admit. Jesus said,

6For from within, out of menébs hearts,
theft, murder, adultery, deceit , lewdness, envy , slander, arrogance and

folly (Mk7:20 -2 2 ) Thé heart of the problem is  our hearts. | ask God to

sort out the world and the perpetrators of cruelty ....but not me please!

So God is patient. He waits for us to turn to him. Meanwhile te rrible
things happen to children. He is not stepping in and getting rid of the

suffering caused by us. If this is his purpose 4 to wait until we turn to him

- how can a loving God stand the agony of Landina or Peter or Victoria?
Agonyé.

Toseeagony,l | ook to the cross and see ééeéé
Psalm 22, often called the psalm of the cross, prophesies the Crucifixion;

this most cruel and hideous of tortures: -

But | am a worm, not a human being, | am scorned by everyone, despised

by the people. All who se e me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their

heads.

60He trusts I n the Lordo, they say ©o6Let
hi m, since he delights n him 6 Yet
made me feel secure on my thhodasbastodyeu br e
from my motherdés womb you have been my
trouble is near and there is no one to help . Many bulls surround me; strong
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bulls of Bashan surround me and there is not one to help.  Roaring lions that

tear th eir prey open their mouths wide against me. | am poured out like

water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to water; it

has melted within me.

My mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of

my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. Dogs surround me, a pack of

villains encircles me, they pierce my hands and feet. All my bones are on

display; people stare and gloat over me. They divide my clothes among them

and cast lots for my garment. But you, Lord, do no t be far from me. You

are my strength; come quickly to help me.

The crucifixion: Jesus hangs there in unthinkable pain for 6 hours while his

life slowly drains away. Those on whom /e depended have betrayed him,
denied even knowing him, turned their backs on him, run away, left him.
Many women are there watchingéé from a
Galilee to look after his needs but it was too late. He is tortured,
abandoned and then the sky turns black. The wrath of God is turned on

hi m. Wh a & voidd from Heavendsay at his Baptism?

This is my son whom [ love; with him | am well pleased . Jesus had called him

Abba, Daddy. Then, that cry,

oMy God, my God, wh y h atisehis y amm soi, bis ené/k e n
son. He /oveshim. But God /ets Jesus suffer? WHERE IS JUSTICE?

The cruelty of this fallen world solidifies in this image of the cross
gripping the suffering Jesus . |look and see his face. Then | hold the face

of Landina or Peter or Victoria in the same place. These children stand fo r
every child who suffers because of an &
help was needed. They cry out together. Jesus says,

Whoever receives one such child in my name, receives me . (Mk9:37).

Whoever opens their heart to such a child opens their he  art to Jesus. With

the image of the cross, we reach out to the words of Revelation (12:1  -5):
Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth, had passed away é. .| heara

0 No wawellbng of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will

be his people and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will

wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or

mourning or crying or pain, for the old orderhas passed away?©aé. /
seated on the throne sald,

61 am making everything new?oPamBlewett.
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CHURCH SERVICES 0 JUNE

Wednesday 2™ June

St .

Andr ew

Sunday 6™ June

St . G
St . And

Wednesday 9" June

St .

Andr ew

Sunday 13" June

St. G
St . And
St . G

Wednesday 16" June

St .

Andr ew

Sunday 20" June

St. G
St . And
St. G

Wednesday 23" June
St Andr ewd s (

Sunday 27" June

St . G
St . And
St. G

Wednesday 30" June

St .

Andr ew

JUNE
(* with childrent
10.30am Communion Service
9.00am Commnunion Service
10.30am All-age Service

10.30am

9.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

10.30am

9.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

10.30am

9.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

10.30am

Communion Service

Communion Service
Family Service *
Evensong

Communion Service

Fat hersdé Day
Morning Prayer

Family Communion Service*
Evensong

Communion Service

Healing

Morning Prayer

Family Service*

Evensong Communion with Healing
Prayer

Communion Service
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CHURCH SERVICES 0 JULY

JULY

Sunday 2™ July
St . G 9.00am Communion Service
St . And 10.30am All-age Service

Wednesday 7" July
St . Andr ew 10.30am Communion Service

Sunday 11" July
St. Gi 9.00am Communion Service
St Andr e 10.30am Family Service *
St . G 6.30pm Evensong

Wednesday 14" July

St. Andr ew 10.30am Communion Service
Sunday 18" July Healing
St . G 9.00am Morning Prayer
St . An d 10.30am Family Service with Communion

& Healing Prayer *
St . G 6.30pm Evensong

Wednesday 21* July
St . Andr ew 10.30am Communion Service

Sunday 25" July
St . G 9.00am Morning Prayer
St. And 10.30am Family Servic e *

St . G 6.30pm Evensong Communion
Wednesday 28" July
St. Andr ew 10.30am Communion Service
AUGUST

Sunday 1** August
St . G 9.00am Communion Service
St . And 10.30am All-age Service
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

STEPPING STONE LUNCH

— On Tuesday 29" June at 12.30

We are hosting a lunch for those who are
experiencing a time of bereavement

At the St. Andr ewods

Please ask for details from Kate Holliday 642331 or Pat Hegarty 643662
if you would like a lu nch, and also on behalf of anyone you know who would
be interested.

These lunches have been appreciated by all who have attended, and
friends and family are very welcome

OWELCOME TO WORSHI P
ON TUESDAY 8 ™ JUNE
AT ST. ANLIENTRS S

8.00 P.M.

A time of worship and prayer
With Vince Perez leading

This is an 6open eveningd and everyone

Please let Tina (663161) know if you are planning to attend so we have an
idea of numbers.

These evenings have been a great blessing, so come, worship, and receive
too.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

STOKE POGES QUIET DAY

The Quiet Day will take placat . Gilesion Tuesday 15th June
Starting at 10.00 a.m.and finishing at3.30p.m.

FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD

with
JENNIFER REES LARCOMBE

0A CHANCE TO STARI P AWAY
SEE OUR LI VES I N THE CONTEXT

Cost for the Day £17

During the day there will be opportunity to make appointments for
prayer with Jen and her team. People who came last year were very
blessed by her talks and led reflections.
This will be a  day of peace and restoration

For reservations contact Kate at the Church Office: 642331

A LADI ESSd8 BREAKFAST

Maria Bond will be speaking on

Book your place for Saturday 26th June at 8.30 a.m. %V N
0ls there anywhere Go C ' 6t o

Venue to be confirmed when boking.

These breakfasts are really enjoyable. We begin with a delicious cooked
breakfast and then we have a great speaker to listen to again. Come and
take time out to meet with friends, anc

For reservations contact Kate at the Church Office: 642331
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NEWS FROM OUR CHURCH GROUPS

Reapers
We have made a good start to the grass cutting this year and with an
increased number in our team we are beginning to tidy up unkempt graves
and the more remote areas of the Churchyard.
We have planted a further 14 standard roses , some as replacements,
and these are doing well.
There are a few very old roses which were  donated and planted many
years ago which need replacing. We have lost contact with the sponsors
so we plan to remove the d edication tags and hang them on a wire on the
churchyard wall so there will still be a record at St . Gilesd (Final details
to be arranged, so any comments or suggestions will be welcomed).
| am under a contractual agreement to add an element of humour to my
contribution, apart from the grammar and the spelling!!
| apologise in advance ...... A man staggered out of Sotheby & with a huge
grandfather clock over his shoulder, he turned right, headed up Bond
Street and knocked a frail old lady clean into the gu tter.
She got up, dusted herself down and shouted at the man, "You stupid
idiot, why can't you wear a wrist watch like a civilised human being".

Mike Wright

Audio Version of the Magazine
Jean Porter kindly narrates each magazine on to tape. Roy Davis copies
from the master tape and then they are distributed. Sometimes they
might be a week or so behind the printed version. Tapes that have been
listened to can then be returned to either Jean, Roy or the Coffee Shop
and they are then re -used. Please dolet a member of the editorial team
know of anyone who might like to make use of this facility. Thank you.
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NEWS FROM OUR CHURCH GROUPS

Womends Fell owshiop

The St Giles 83Wo me rFéllewship Garden party will be held on Tuesday 3"
August at Mike & Sybil Ha s t i hogef1$ Clevehurst Close from 3 - 5pm.
All are welcome to come along and enjoy a cream tea, sandwiches and
delicious cakes, and plenty of tea or coffee.

There will also be a raffle so come along and join us.

On Tuesday 7th September we are ha ving an outing to Leeds Castle. We

|l eave St Andrewd6s at 9am. This promi ses
gardens to sit in, a flying display of birds of prey, and also an aviary with

exotic birds. We can also go Segway riding for a small cost, and this has

to be booked in advance.

If you would like to come along then please ring me to reserve your place.

The cost is £22.60 and this includes entrance to the Castle, but not the

Segway.
Members have priority. Jane 645954
Stoke Poges Me n &®oup
Tring Brewery Tour 8 Thursday 8 ™ July
Our next menaos group event i s a Vis

Hertfordshire). You will not want to miss the opportunity to visit a real

ale brewery and see the ancient and revered art of the English brewer in
action. We will be leaving Stoke Poges around 5:45pm on Thursday 8
July and travelling to Tring by mini  -bus, arriving around 7pm. In addition

th

to a conducted tour of the brewery and a lively talk, there will be a fis h
and chips supper plus a good variety of ales to sample.  Put this date in
your di ary now, and i f you would 1|ike

group, or about future events, contact either Nigel Lowe on 664141 or
Tony Shortman on 644691.
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ONE GENERATION TOUR -

UPDATE AND THANK YOU
By Revd Dr Mark Griffiths

Since November 2009, | have had the privilege of presenting the
findings of my PhD to just over 3,000 people in 25 different locations
under t he b7@eOne Genavaion fram Extinction Tour 0t has
been much more widely embraced than | was expecting, but because of
the nature of the presentation, | am delighted.

| have had the opportunity to show many people how desperate the
situation is in regards to our work with
young people and childre n. Forty percent of
UK churches have no children in them.
Fifty -five percent of our churches have no
teenagers. Most UK homes are three One generulion
generation removed from anyone in that {I'Ofﬂ
household regularly attending church. The
statistics are worrying, but | have  spent my
time telling people that the situation is far
from hopeless. For the first time in several
centuries we have the opportunity to
present the Jesus story on a blank canvas,
without the negative misconceptions of
Christianity that have caused so ma ny to
refuse to listen to our message. We have
an opportunity to re -evangelise an entire nation. It is a huge
responsibility, but such a privilege to be co -labourers with Christ in this
way.

The message was also very well received in New Zealand where |  had the
opportunity to talk to crowds in Christchurch, Wellington and Auckland

(and some of Jean Porterds friends in
being in New Zealand was slightly more complex. | went there as part of

my role as coordinator of NewWin ed6s chil drends Ministr
identify and appoint regional coordina:

children in that country. | had the opportunity to meet with leaders of
mo st of New Zealandds main denominatic
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able to put in place six regional coordinators who will take forward the
work of New Wine in New Zealand. In fact, it all fell together so easily
| was able to return early and go to Disneyland with my family!

The tour continues with coming dates in Tunbridge Wells, Chesham,
Derby, Leicester, Chester, Northampton and Cambridge already
confirmed for the autumn. The tour will conclude in February 2011 with

the Australian leg at Queensland, Sydney and Melbourne.

Your prayers and offers of support for me, and mo  re importantly for my
family while | have been travelling, have been greatly appreciated.
Thank you for enabling me to keep this message on the national churches
agenda. We need to connect with new generations or we have no future.

The One Generation fr om Extinction book i s avail abl e frc
Coffee Shop.
Postponement of St. Gillesd:¢
Concert.

Unfortunately, Rodney Friend has had to cancel this concert
that was to have been held on Saturday 26 ™ June for
personal reasons. Hopefully it will be possible to reschedule
and hold the concert later in the year.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, | ask thee to stay
Close by me for ever, and love me, | pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care;

And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
John MacFarland.
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MORE NEWS & DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

JUNGLE JAMBOREE !
HOLIDAY CLUB 2010
Monday 26 ™ July & Friday 30 " July

Come and join in the fun at Stoke Poges School from Monday 26 ™ July to
Friday 30 ™ July, every morning from 10 am to 12.15 pm, f or children
between 5 and 11 years of age. We will be exploring in the jungle, five
special stories Jesus told, playing games, quizzes and making interesting
craft items.

Brian Lowrie and the team from M.A.D Ministries in Scotland will be
joining us again

If you would like your child to take part , or could offer to help with the
Holiday Club, please call Mavis Shortman 644691

kkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkhhkhhhkhhkhhkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkhkhkhkkx

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Tuesday 8" June Welcome to Worship (page 22)

Tuesday 15" June St . Gilesd Quiet Day (page 23
Saturday 26 ™ June Ladies Breakfast (page 23)

Tuesday 29™ June  Stepping Stone Lunch (page 22)

Thursday 8 " July SPMG visit to Tring Brewery (page 25)

Monday 26™ July  Holiday Club 2010 (this page)

Saturday 31 * July  Stoke Poges, Fulmer & Wexham Flower Show (page

29)
Tuesday 3™ August Wo me n 6 s Fell owship Garden Par
Tuesday 7™ Sept. Womends Fellowship visit to L

Sunday 19" Sept. Living Faith Service & (page 7)
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ANNUAL FLOWER SHOW

The Annual Flower Show will be held at Stoke Poges School,
Rogers Lane on Saturday, 31 July. Gates open at 12.30; and
the Marquee opens at 2 pm after the judging of the
exhibits.

There are competitions for best plants and flowers, fruit

and vegetables, flower arranging, wine and beer,
photographs, cookery, arts and crafts for adults and
children. We encourage you, your children and friends to
enter the many and varied competition classes. The Show
Schedule with full details and entry forms will be availab le
soon.

Other attractions may include a Brass Band, Plant Sales and

Garden Equipment, Floral Art Demonstration, Classic Car
Display, Skittle Competition, a Coconut Shy, Tea Tent, Beer

Tent, Lunches and Barbeque, and for children a Bouncy
Castle, Face Painting and Train Rides.

Entry is £2.00 for adults, £1.50 concessions and 50p for
children.

For further information and to volunteer to help please
contact Helen Barnard on 01753 643599.
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How LONG SHouLD THE | DEAL SERMON BE?
By Revd Dr Mark Griffiths

Someone recently commented at the end ¢
was 23 minutes |l ong!é He ¢
compliment. Yet over the past six months over
3,000 people have paid an entrance fee to listen
to me speak for up to 2 hours! It has caused me
to reflect on this interesting question, how long
should the ideal sermon be? The Roman Catholic
Church has issued instructions to its priests that
they should preach for no more than 8 minutes.

It is an intriguing edict to make when the Sermon
on the Mo unt would have been over 20 minutes.

So maybe itdés about keeping
the length. Certainly, Jesus was the master of keeping it interesting. In
the sermon on the mountain Jesus used direct discourse (He uses the
word 6youd 1dames)dHe asksrnideteen2different questions, He
uses simply one syllable words, He uses 404 verbs for energy, He uses
320 pronouns, He uses humour and over twenty different comparisons
and illustrations from everyday life. In addition, style of present ation is
obviously important to; those who communicate without the use of a full
script are 60% more likely to get their message across (according to the
sociologists).
Nevertheless, it is more complex than that. | recently visited one of our
congregation who had been poorly and had not been to church for a
while. She informed me that several others had been to visit, and they
had commented on my preaching the previous Sunday. The first visitor
has been at our 10:30am service and commented that they had  found my
preaching, oOPower ful and really <chall e
say that they had also been visited by someone else who was at Evensong
that Sunday, and they had commented that my preaching was,
ORepetitive and t oo knowifg had spenTrhoeeyimewa nt e ¢
preparing for the morning sermon. The intriguing thing was that | had
preached the same sermon at both services - same sermon, same style,
and same length.
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